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Fairmount is on Facebook.
JOIN US! Firefighters work to put out a fire at the Victorian Inn on Hemphill. A fire burned the 

building so severely a request for demolition was approved because there was so little 
left it was not feasible to restore. See more on the Victorian Inn on pages 12-15.
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Sean Lynch, President
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President’s Letter

We have started 2012 in a big way. The city of Fort Worth and the Fort 

Worth League of Neighborhoods honored Fairmount with its Spirit 

of Fort Worth Award last month. The award celebrates neighborhood 

associations that make neighbors feel connected by focusing on social or cultural as-

pects. We won for Pancakes in the Park held in conjunction with the Cowtown Mara-

thon last February. It is great to know that the rest of the city is taking notice of the 

great things we are doing here in Fairmount. 

We will be at it again on Feb. 26 at Fairmount Park. Please come out to cheer and 

eat pancakes so the city can see why we are the best neighborhood in Fort Worth. 

Also, as I am sure you know, we suffered two fires last month. 

We were very fortunate that no one was hurt, but extensive damage was done to 

buildings in our neighborhood. The biggest loss was the Victorian Inn on Hemphill. 

The inn had been the center of much activity for the neighborhood association. The 

association fought the prostitution, drugs and crime that spilled out of it into our 

streets for years before it was closed. That fight was a rallying call that brought neigh-

bors together for a common cause. The second unrelated fire happened later that 

same day at the boarded-up duplex at 1401 Alston. It is severely damaged on one side 

and its future is unknown. It is always a disappointment when we lose a piece of the 

past. 

It was also great to see so many new and returning faces at last month’s general 

membership meeting. While discussing the increase in crime in our neighborhood 

isn’t fun, it helps make our homes safer. Like all neighborhoods, we face a variety of 

difficulties that can only be resolved when we work together. Simple things like keep-

ing your porch light lit, or calling the police if something seems suspicious will deter 

criminals. As Officer Stary said, they are looking for the easy score. We must make it 

as difficult as we can for these criminals so they will stay out of our neighborhood. 

As usual, we have just a ton of activities coming up. Please check our event calen-

der for a complete list. We have something for everybody. 

I hope to see you at the next general membership meeting.
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I was speaking with a Fairmount 
resident recently about how things have 
changed over the past few decades in re-
gard to neighborhood relationships. 

As a kid, growing up in a small 
town, I remember knowing all of our 
neighbor’s names and their children’s 
names as well. 

I also knew not to misbehave, be-
cause everyone knew me and knew who 
my parents were. 

It is unfortunate that we don’t focus 
on knowing our neighbors and their kids 
the way we used to. 

I think we all know deep down, that 
if we don’t focus on this it is possible to 
wake up one morning and realize that 
we have no idea who is living around us, 

or right next door for that matter. 
Technology gives us so many useful 

tools, but it has also taken a lot of useful 
tools away from us. 

Our challenge to ourselves should 
be to communicate face to face with 
someone this week—not a phone call, 
not a text, not an e-mail, no tweeting, no 
Facebook and no HeyTell. 

What we really need is a simple face 
to face, sit down over coffee conversa-
tion, the way we used to do. 

Meaningful communication tells us 
all we need to know about each other. 
Sometimes we find something we like 
and sometimes we don’t, but without 
creating these kinds of opportunities we 
will never know. 

There may have been many things 
our parents and grandparents didn’t 
know, but what they did know worked, 
and we must keep those practices alive 
today and teach them to our children as 
well. 

I realize that the safety and security 
of any neighborhood always starts with 
communication and we should all strive 
to not pass up opportunities to speak 
with each other and watch out for each 
other.

The Fairmount Beat by Joel Stary, neighborhood patrol officer

Joel Stary
Cell: 817.944.1316

Office: 817.392.3610 
Joel.Stary@fortworthtexas.gov

The next Fairmount Neighborhood Association Gen-
eral Meeting will be 7 p.m., Tuesday, Feb. 28 at The Bas-
tion, 2100 Hemphill St. 

This month’s speaker will be a representative from the 
Cultural Arts Center who will discuss an art camp. 

The monthly general meeting is a great way to find out 
what’s going on in the neighborhood.

Tuesday, Feb. 28, 7 p.m.
The Bastion, 2100 Hemphill St.

FairmOunt
General Meeting

Join us for the March
neighborhood social
Law Office of Jason Amon

Tuesday, March 8, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
1244 College Ave.

Refreshments will be provided.
Come out and meet your neighbors!

1244 COLLEGE AVENUE 
FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76104

(T) 817-332-1116    
INFO@JASONAMON.COM

General Civil Practice

Estate Planning

Business Solutions

Adoption

Guardianship

Graffiti — All graffiti should be reported to the non-
emergency police number at 817.335.4222 or use the MyFort-
Worth smartphone app. Please do NOT paint over graffiti 
until it has been reported and photographed.
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Fairmount will be the happening place to be during the Cowtown mara-
thon. Cheer for the 2,500 marathon runners, eat pancakes and sausage and 
drink coffee all at the same time at Fairmount Park on 5th Avenue, 8-10 a.m., 
Sunday, Feb. 26.

Volunteers are needed in Fairmount during the marathon for course 
monitors and cheer corrals. For free noise makers and T-shirts e-mail promo-
tions@historicfairmount. Course monitor vests will be provided to use during 
the race.
Time: runners will run through Fairmount starting approximately from 7:50-
10 a.m.
Route through Fairmount: W. Magnolia Avenue / S. on 5th / W. on Allen 
Avenue / S. on 8th Avenue / W. on Park Place Avenue

Make some NOISE and EAT PANCAKES 
during the Cowtown Marathon

Sunday, Feb. 26
Fairmount Park on 5th Avenue

View a video of last 
year’s event online at

http://youtu.be/78g0stpPrvU
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The Fairmount Community Garden 
still has several plots for lease. The cost 
is minimal at $40 for the year and $25 
for a six month lease. The main condi-
tions are: no pesticides, maintain your 
plot, do not allow a plot to get weedy and 
overgrown, and join in a work day that 
occurs once a month. Water and mulch 
are furnished. 

All of the work and what you plant 
are up to you. 

Work days are the second Saturday 
of the month and are from approximately  
8-11 a.m. 

Members are asked to help main-
tain the area around the beds and the 
gardens. Duties include re-staining the 
fence, spreading mulch between the 
beds, and stirring the compost and edg-
ing around the beds. It’s also a good way 
to meet neighbors, pass on gardening 
tips and get advice from other gardeners. 

There has not been much winter 
weather this year and there is no idea 
what that will mean for spring and sum-
mer. Last year there was a lovely spring, 
but the summer heat affected all of us. 

Gardening in Texas is not for the 
faint of heart, but spring lettuce and sum-

by Suzanne Mabe

mer tomatoes make it worth the effort. 
Now is the time to start working the 

beds which are the perfect size for square 
foot gardening and planting certain early 
vegetables. To list a few: onions, beets, 
broccoli plants, cabbage, carrots, cauli-
flower, lettuce, parsnips, parsley, pota-
toes, radishes and spinach. 

Vegetables to plant in March in-
clude beans (both bush and pole), corn, 
cucumbers, eggplant plants, squashes,  
peppers and tomatoes.

Gardening stores are beginning to 
stock bedding plants for vegetables and 
herbs that can be planted now. 

Lettuce and spinach are easy to start 
from seed, but sometimes there is better 
luck with vegetables like beets, cabbage, 
and cauliflower when started with bed-
ding plants. 

Susan Harper, community garden 
found er, located some information on na-
tive maples that are good for our area that 
she received from the senior Horticulturist 
at the Botanic Gardens. We can only list 
the names and fall color in this article and 
they are: Bigtooth Maple (red or yellow), 
Caddo Maple (red/orange), Red Maple 
(red/purple), Japanese Maple (yellow/
red) and Shantung Maple (cardinal red). 
If you are interested in more information 
on a particular tree type, please contact 
Suzanne Mabe at sbmabe@flash.net.

Watch the Fairmount newsletter for 
more articles about the community gar-
den. We would like to hear from you with 
stories and suggestions about your gar-
dening experiences. 

The next two garden work days are 
March 10 and April 14, so come out and 
dig in the dirt with your neighbors. Join 
the Fairmount Community Garden on 
Facebook to keep up with current news 
and events.

Plants grow in the Fairmount Community 
Garden.  Plots are available for lease.

Photo by Sue McLean
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V
olunteers in Fairmount had a great opportunity to 
participate in Challenge Day for students at Daggett 
Middle School, one of our FNA partnerships coor-
dinated by Brenda Howell. 

For three days students had an opportunity to spend the day 
being guided through exercises and games. 

Students and adults explored emotions and communication 
skills designed not only to get them in touch with themselves, 
but to show support and acceptance of the different facets of 
individual personalities. The day began with some gaming ex-
ercises designed to get the participants relaxed and comfortable 
with expressing their own feelings in front of their peers and 
strangers. Challenge leaders moved into very personal disclo-
sures of themselves and many of the topics they revealed clearly 
touched the students. Feelings of confusion were explored of 
what happens when changes occur in a family through divorce, 
separation and deaths. Students also learned to understand dif-
ferences between media presentation of a normal, perfect life-
style versus the reality of  what every day is like for themselves.

After lunch, the tone turned more serious as everyone was 
guided through personal emotions with an exercise called Cross 
the Line. In this scenario, one of the Challenge Leaders spoke of 
life situations everyone may have experienced either personally, 

or know someone who has. Participants were instructed not to 
speak during this exercise, but instead to offer support and un-
derstanding by raising their hand and forming a symbol of love. 
At some point, most everyone had crossed the line with solidar-
ity of peers who have experienced the same situations. At the 
same time, those crossing the line could see the support pouring 
through from those on the other side without judgement, but 
with sympathy and acceptance. This was an emotional time of 
reflection.

As the day drew to an end, participants were able to pen 
a note to someone, anyone, in their life they wished to express 
and share feelings with. In most cases, what was expressed was 
thanks for guidance and direction. 

Not only was this an emotional and educational time for the 
students, but also for the adult volunteers. 

The students and Fairmount volunteers were very fortunate 
to have this opportunity to get in touch with themselves and 
have the ability to learn to handle the stress of changes experi-
enced in everyday life.

Special thanks to Fairmount volunteers Brenda Howell, 
George Achizger, Joan McRay, Jeannine Gailey, Amanda Doug-
las and Ulisses Rusher for their ongoing efforts to partner Fair-
mount with Daggett Middle School.

by George Achziger

Team FOO volunteers reach out to Daggett Middle School students on Challenge Day, an event designed to aid in sharing feelings.

Photo by Brenda Howell

Daggett students share feelings on Challenge Day
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George Stephens, left, Daggett Middle School custodian, and Cameron Birkmire, Saginaw Wayside Middle School student, help deliver yard 
signs as a part of Daggett’s plan to show students that Daggett teachers and staff want them to be proud of their school.

Photos by Brenda Howell

Daggett Middle School truly believes in showing students the many op-
portunities available in the world. 

Daggett will host Achieving Dreams, its annual college and career day, 
March 30, 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

The goal of the program is to let students know that whatever they 
dream they can achieve. Approximately 20 presenters have already signed 
up but they are looking for several more. They would like to have a list of 
presenters finalized in the next couple of weeks and are extending an invita-
tion to everyone to sign up. No extensive preparation is necessary. 

Presenters must relate to students their personal high school/college 
experience, how they decided to enter their current profession, duties and 
responsibilities they have which require using math, writing and communi-
cation skills, continuing education/training expected of them, suggestions 
they might have for anyone interested in your career, and finally how they 
achieved, or are achieving, their dreams.

If you are interested in signing up to be a presenter at Daggett Middle 
School, e-mail Brenda Howell, Fairmount director of promotions, at pro-
motions@historicfairmount.com or call 817.991.2834.

Mrs. Early, left, presents a Daggett Bull Dog yard sign to 
a student and her family. Daggett Middle School faculty 
and friends of Fairmount delivered yard signs to stu-
dents and their families to promote school support.

by Brenda Howell, Director of Promotions

Inspiring stories needed to achieve dreams 
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If you are not a member of the Fairmount 
Neighborhood Association or have not been re-
ceiving e-mail notifications for neighborhood 
news, you may sign up on the FNA website.

Visit online at
www.HistoricFairmount.com

We’re Online!
Visit www.historicfairmount.com

Visit the Fairmount website for a calendar of events, news 
announcements, meeting minutes, resources for your his-
toric home, a gallery of Fairmount house photos and more!

Join Fairmount on Facebook 
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Home tour progress update
by Chelsie Thornton, Home Tour Director

Yard of the Month will be on 
hiatus for a couple of months as 
Mother Nature takes a long winter’s 
nap. 

But when those tulips and daf-
fodils start poking their heads above 
ground, the wisteria is in bloom 
and the budding trees burst forth in 
chartreuse splendor, we will be out 
scouring the neighborhood to find 
the next honoree. 

If you spot a yard that is a prime 
example of the beauty of Fairmount 
and should be recognized, contact 
Tim Appling, applingtimothy@sbc-
global.net.

2012 is a milestone year for the Fair-
mount neighborhood as the Annual Tour 
of Historic Homes celebrates its 30th 
year this Mother’s Day weekend.

The Home Tour committee has been 
hard at work to ensure that this year’s 
event is a huge success. Homes have been 
nominated, the parade is being planned 
and the Wine Down celebration is in the 
works.

Get involved
So what can YOU do to help make 

the 30th annual tour the best one yet? 
Volunteer your time to docent, sell 

tickets or help with set up. Volunteer-
ing is a fun way to meet your neighbors 
and get to know more about your historic 
community. And don’t forget: volunteer-

ing is the only way to earn admission to 
Wine Down—the hottest party on Fair-
mount’s social calendar! 

Volunteer forms are available at 
www.HistoricFairmount.com or at the 
general membership meetings.

The annual Fairmount Tour of 
Homes will be held Mother’s Day week-
end, Saturday, May 12 and Sunday, May 
13. Tickets will be available for purchase 
at area locations and online beginning in 
March.

If you would like more information 
about the tour or how you can get in-
volved, please contact Chelsie Thornton 
at historichometour@gmail.com.

Proceeds from the tour are the pri-
mary source of funding for Fairmount 
Neighborhood Association endeavors.

Yards awaiting
spring blooms
to show beauty
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Fairmount has spirit and it shows. The Fairmount Neigh-
borhood Association is the recipient of the 2011 Spirit of 
Fort Worth Award presented by the city of Fort Worth and 
League of Neighborhoods. The neighborhood award recipi-
ents were recognized by council member Joel Burns at a Feb. 
7 city council meeting. Brenda Howell and Ashley Paz ac-
cepted the award on the Fairmount association’s behalf. 

Awards are given for projects initiated and completed 
in Fort Worth during the 2011 calendar year. The Spirit of 
Fort Worth award celebrates a neighborhood association that 
makes neighbors feel connected by focusing on the social 
or cultural aspects of a neighborhood. In general these ef-
forts support the spirit of “neighborliness” in the city and the 
award is given to the association that exhibited the best spirit 
in 2011.

The city and the League recognized Fairmount for its 
Pancakes in the Park event held in conjunction with the Cow-
town Marathon.

This year’s Pancakes in the Park will be held Sunday, Feb. 
26.

by Brenda Howell, Director of Promotions

Fairmount wins Spirit of Fort Worth award

Left to right: Ashley Paz, Fairmount director of membership, Brenda 
Howell, Fairmount director of promotions, last year’s winner and 
Libby Willis, Fort Worth League of Neighborhoods president, display 
the 2011 Spirit of Fort Worth award following a presentation at a city 
council meeting. The award was for Fairmount’s Pancakes in the Park.

Photo by Sean Lynch

April 14
Fairmount
Yard Sale

Get ready,
Set,

Sort your stuff!

More information coming soon.

Watch the Fairmount website, Facebook 
and Constant Contact e-mail notifications

for how to sign up to participate.
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Lori Gallagher
The Helen Painter Group, Realtors

817.475.5117 (cell)

Free List of Homes
Looking for a home?

Sign up on my website to be e-mailed a list of
every home you might be interested in.

No cost. No obligation
www.ftworthhomes.net
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Photo by Stacy Luecker
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W
hen Steve and Michael Cocanower purchased the 
troubled red brick building known as the Victorian 
Inn at 1800 Hemphill in March of 2011, they never 
imagined their efforts to save the historic structure 
would end in flames.

A beautiful state-of-the art apartment building in 1922, the 
Victorian Inn held eight apartments that were arranged “shot-
gun style” from front to back. Each included a full kitchen, liv-
ing room, dining room and one or two bedrooms. Covered park-
ing was also available as well as a basement. Stained woodwork, 
built-in cabinets, pocket doors, gas fireplaces and private second 
floor balconies were standard. 

The Victorian Inn survived the Great Depression and 
WWII, but by the 1990s the building had fallen into disrepair 
and was operating as a cheap hotel. Closed for several years, the 

building reopened in early 2000 following alleged repairs after 
a fire, but no permits were pulled. Code compliance continually 
posted violation signs and attempted to contact the owners.

After a long history of crime, including drug activity and 
prostitution, the police department began working with code 
compliance to shut down operations at the Victorian Inn. Due 
to structural and health violations, they managed to close the 
building. Unfortunately, the owners made minimal repairs and 
were allowed to partially reopen. The crime associated with the 
Victorian Inn didn’t stop, and the police and code were deter-
mined to have the building closed and demolished by the city.

Fairmount residents took interest in the building in July, 
2006. The landmarks commission, Fairmount board mem bers, 
Wendy Davis, Joel Burns and local contractors were invited 
to tour the building to determine if it could be demolished. 

by Sue McLean, Director of Preservation
and Stacy Luecker, Director of Communications

Above: Firefighters work to extinguish a fire at the Victorian Inn on Jan. 24. Fire damage resulted in the demolition of the building.
Left: Michael Cocanower, top, works with his father and Victorian Inn co-owner, Steve Cocanower, to save the Victorian Inn’s sign.

Photo by Michael Hiett

Fire consumes Victorian Inn
Building with a troubled past
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Because of its listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places and its 
contribution to the Fairmount Southside 
Historic District, it was determined the 
Victorian Inn could be restored. Requested 
demolition by Building Standards was 
fought and won by Fairmount in hope 
that Hemphill Street would eventually 
become a viable place for restoration and 
adaptive reuse of the building.

Steve and Michael Cocanower pur-
chased the Victorian Inn in March, 2011 
with the intent to restore the building as 
apartments and retail space. They won 
the support of investors and began ac-
tively working to begin construction.

A fire in October, 2011 damaged one 
room on the first floor. The cause was de-
termined to be arson, but plans for resto-
ration continued. 

Even with new hope for revitaliza-
tion, problems continued to plague the 
building. Vandalism and vagrancy were a 
constant problem at the site. “I don’t like 
to say I am discouraged, but I am really 
discouraged for Hemphill. It was a con-
stant battle to keep that place boarded 
up,” Steve said.

On Jan. 24 fire finally overtook the 
building just a few hours after construc-
tion plans were being finalized. “I was 
up until almost 2 a.m. working on it [the 
plans]. I almost had the first floor plan 
completely finished about two hours be-
fore it caught on fire,” Michael said.

“I checked my e-mail at 7 a.m. and 
they kept asking ‘are you going to re-
build?’ and I thought, rebuild what? That 
is how I found out it burned,” Steve said.

Following the fire, investors backed 
out. The restoration of the building be-

came overwhelming. The city was de-
manding immediate demolition for safety, 
and the state wanted expensive asbestos 
testing and abatement. Steve and Michael 
reluctantly applied for demolition of the 
Victorian Inn from the Historic and Cul-
tural Landmarks Commission.

From Fairmount’s preservation stand-
point, rebuilding of the structure using 
the existing walls would have been a pre-

ferred alternative to demolition, but was 
not feasible for the owner. Fire officials 
claimed the remaining brick walls had 
been compromised by heat and would 
need to be rebuilt. The danger and the 
cost appeared too great and demolition 
was unanimously approved. 

A wrecking company was contracted 
to demolish the building, but because the 
asbestos testing was cost prohibitive, all 

Photo by Eric Luecker
Fire damage sustained to the rear section of the Victorian Inn.

Stepped brick parapets and wood brackets were the inn’s crowning glory.

“God works in wonder-
ful ways. We’re going 
to be okay. Everyone is 
going to be okay and 
nobody died in the fire.”

— Michael Cocanower
Victorian Inn co-owner

Photo by Stacy Luecker

Photo by Stacy Luecker
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elements in the structure were considered 
contaminated by the State and remains 
from the demolition had to be sealed and 
removed to a landfill. Nothing could be 
legally saved and reused.

Steve and Michael said they were 
probably not considering all of the rami-
fications when they bought the Victorian 
Inn and that the financial risk was high. 
Both said they are grateful that nobody 

was hurt during the fire. “God works in 
wonderful ways. We’re going to be okay. 
Everyone is going to be okay and nobody 
died in the fire,” Michael said.

Steve said their love for Fairmount 
and the building itself was what made 
them pursue every avenue to try to save 
it. “We did get to meet a lot of people and 
learned a lot of things,” Steve said. “We 
appreciated all the support we got.” 

Photo by Eric Luecker

Photo by Eric Luecker

Above: The Victorian Inn following a fire on Jan. 24
Left: The Victorian Inn prior to fire damage.

A rose tile from a Victorian Inn fireplace. 
This one has been painted over with white 
paint, but originally they had colorful glaz-
es. Each apartment contained a fireplace 
that featured two decorative tiles each.
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Christina Furr, Fairmount resident 
and barista at a popular coffee shop, is 
creating an art piece on Fairmount homes 
to feature for the month of April. She is 
currently looking for homeowners who 
would like to see their homes featured 
in the show and who would be will-
ing to share some of the background on 
their house. This is a great way to bring 
awareness to our neighborhood and just 
another way to show off the love that we 
put into our old houses. 

If you are interested in having your 
home featured, please contact Christina.
furr@gmail.com or stop in to Avoca and 
say hi. She will be making selections soon 
so please contact her now.

At the January Fairmount general 
meeting it was announced that the FNA 
will be holding a meeting Saturday, Feb. 
18 for individuals interested in serving as 
a block captain or for more information 
about the program. 

In order to avoid a conflict with 
COPS training and the Allen Avenue 
cleanup, we have decided to push the 
meeting back one week. We would like 
for everyone interested to be able to at-
tend without missing other opportunities 
in the neighborhood.

Block captains will act as the FNA 
representative for their block to assist in 
welcoming new neighbors and participat-
ing in a crime watch. 

The final stages of drafting what this 
program will entail is in progress and 
feedback is being sought from our mem-
bers. 

We ask that if you have suggestions 
or want to learn more, that you and your 
family please join us Saturday, Feb. 25 at 
10 a.m. at Paul’s Donuts, 1324 Hemphill 
St., for coffee, donuts and conversation 
on how to make this program great.

As the Fairmount Neighborhood As-
sociation has grown, so must the space 
where it meets, which is why all general 
membership meetings will now be held at 
The Bastion Restaurant starting in Febru-
ary. 

Please be sure to note this change on 
your calendar and try to make it to the 
next meeting. 

Also, the FNA would like to extend 
sincere thanks to College Avenue Baptist 
Church for their hospitality, and to Paul 
and Margo Allen for facilitating the meet-
ings at the church every month. 

This month’s speaker will be a rep-
resentative from the Cultural Arts Center 
who will be discussing an art camp. 

General meetings are open to the 
public, however voting is limited to mem-
bers in good standing. 

If you would like to exercise your 
vote, please join or renew your member-
ship today by filling out the form on the 
back of this newsletter and mailing it to 
the address shown. 

If you are unsure if you have re-
newed, please e-mail membership@his-
toricfairmount.com.

The Bastion is located at 2100 
Hemphill. The entrance is on Hawthorne 
between Lipscomb and Hemphill. Please 
feel free to park inside the gate, in the 
church parking lot across the street, or 
along Hawthorne. 

This month’s general meeting will be 
Feb. 28 at 7 p.m..

Artist to feature
Fairmount homes
at coffee house

FNA block captain
meeting scheduled
for February 25

General meetings
get new location
at The Bastion

An example of a Fairmount house that will be featured in an upcoming art show at Avoca.

Photo courtesy Christina Furr

by Ashley Paz, Director of MembershipN e i g h b o r h o o d  N ot es
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When someone says that Fairmount is well lit, does your first thought tend toward 
illumination, or inebriation?  

The Fairmount Neighborhood Association would like to encourage you to leave 
your porch lights on all night in an effort to make our community more attractive to 
members and less attractive to criminals. 

Many of us turn them off habitually, without giving the matter a second thought. 
There was more of a reason for this before the dramatically more efficient light bulbs 
were available. However, there is evidence showing that increasing lighting in a com-
munity lowers crime by 20 percent compared to areas where lighting is not changed. 
The cover of darkness allows criminals to vandalize and break into our cars and homes 
without being seen, and pockets of darkness make it easier for them to escape when 
they are finished. 

For these reasons, the community has invested heavily in illumination. The clearest 
examples of this are our beautiful streetlights and the tree lighting along Magnolia Av-
enue. While these investments have made us safer, they have also made the sidewalks 
more attractive to pedestrians. This, too, can help reduce crime. 

The more we can encourage our neighbors to walk, the more eyes will be on the 
street to observe and report suspicious activity. 

We are asking that you extend these benefits by leaving your front porch light on 
all night. 

A porch light illuminates the front porch of 
a Fairmount bungalow on College Avenue.

Photo by Eric Luecker

Operation Porch Light

by Jason Amon, Director of Infrastructure

Lights shine bright on Fairmount neighborhood housesby Ashley Paz, Director of Membership
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FNA General Meeting Minutes
Monday, January 24, 2012

Call to Order: 7:05
Welcome and Announcements
Introduction of new members repre-
senting Alston, Henderson, College, 
Arlington, Chase Court, Jessamine, 
and 6th. Cowtown Marathon—Mara-
thon representative thanked FNA for 
last year’s participation and encour-
aged continued support. Discussed 
charities aided by marathon proceeds 
and provided contact information. 
Fort Worth Meals on Wheels—Need 
volunteers for meal delivery. Texas 
Railroad Commission — notices on 
mineral production and well pooling. 
David Thrapp discussed production 
from XTO well in the area and issues 
involved with the pooling of the area 
served by the well. 
Future general meetings —at The Bas-
tion. FNA will also use as storage facil-
ity to consolidate FNA storage. 

Report of Officers
Historic Preservation (Sue)
Victorian Inn—Fire at 3 a.m. (1-24-
12). Appears to be the result of arson. 
1401 Alston—Fire Jan. 24. Appears to 
be result of burglary. 
1824 Adams—City code deemed it a 
collapse hazard and demolition has 
been applied for, recycling as much as 
possible into new similar house.
1412 Fairmount—Waiver to keep a 
metal standing seam porch roof—de-
nied, must remove or be fined.
(Metal roofs are allowed, but they 
must have a profile resembling asphalt 
shingles).
1908 Fairmount—New two-story 
(four square) residence and a two-sto-
ry, rear two-car garage approved.
2124 Fairmount—Permission to de-
molish the apartment accessory struc-
ture facing Mitchell approved.
1425 Alston—Reopen wrap-around 

porch. Extend the south side porch 
from half-width to full-width. Reverse 
window and side entry door place-
ment. Add a wood balcony to the sec-
ond story.
1811 Fairmount—Rear remove shed 
roof over existing rear addition and 
extend current hipped roof of house 
over rebuilt rear addition. New porte-
cochere on the south side with round 
columns. One single side dormer to 
top story attic conversion facing north 
side yard. New two-story two-car de-
tached garage. 
1940 5th—Permission to construct 
two-story rear addition with porch to 
match house. 21x20 carport approved.
2004 Alston—Misunderstanding be-
tween owner and the city giving him 
Admin Approval. Replace existing 
porch columns with tapered square 
wood columns on square bases cov-
ered in 117 wood siding; install wood 
porch railing. Install lap siding to 
the lower section of the house; with 
a waiver for Hardy Board siding to 
be used at 6” above ground. Replace 
some short replacement windows with 
tall wood windows to match originals. 
Move some original windows to origi-
nal locations.  

Infrastructure (Jason)
Tree Program—Discussed tree pro-
gram and encouraged participation. 
Contact Jason for more information 
and to sign up. 

Public Safety (Geri)
Citizens on Patrol class: February 18th 
8-4. Contact Geri or Calvin for more 
information. Two people saw recent 
graffiti tagging and did not call 911. 
Call 911 if you see suspicious activity. 

Administration (Tyler)—No report.

Membership (Ashley)—No report.   
Communications (Stacy)—No report. 

Home Tour
Noelle Smith—Announced that com-
mittee still needs more homes for the 
Home Tour, specifically large, show-
piece homes for the 30th anniversary 
of Home Tour.  

Promotions (Brenda)
FNA won Spirit Award from the Fort 
Worth League of Neighborhoods. 

Finance (Jane)
Approx. $65,000 balance in checking 
and CD. No large expenses in near 
future. Holiday party totals: $1,346 
ticket sales, $1,515.86 expenses and 
$532.19 silent auction proceeds. Pro-
ceeds to Neighborhood Library
  
Presentation:  Police and Code Com-
pliance Report.
Officer Stary—Presentation on crime 
activity during 2011 and recent in-
cidents. Discussion of increases in 
burglaries in the area, specifically an 
increase in burglaries to garages and 
how to prevent these problems. Over-
view of statistics regarding number of 
crimes involving a home, building, or 
vehicle that was left unlocked. During 
the last three weeks FWPD has greatly 
increased patrols in the area as a re-
sult of recent criminal activity. Allison 
Letnes—Graffiti Abatement Program. 
Dec.-March is most active time for 
graffiti tagging. Discussed use of 
MyFortWorth App for smartphones 
and encouraged use along with tradi-
tional notification methods. 
Oscar Reyes—Code Compliance. Dis-
cussed his job and provided contact 
information. 
Adjournment: 8:42
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FNA Board Meeting Minutes
Monday, February 6, 2012

Call to Order: 7:04

Directors Present: Sean, Brenda, 
Ashley, Tyler, Jane, Geri, Sue, Jason, 
Chelsea

Ex Officio: Mickey, Patti

Old Business
Insurance—It is time to renew the 
insurance policy for the FNA. Cost 
is approximately $800, with the dis-
count from participation in the Land 
Trust Alliance.

Trees for De Zavala Elementary. Pre-
sentation by Serena Keeler.  De Za-
vala has constructed walking trail and 
plans to install fitness benches around 
the school and playground. School 
approached Serena about FNA donat-
ing trees and watering services to put 
trees around the playground and the 
school. FNA’s commitment would be 
approximately $2,000 and would go 
toward watering planted trees. Dis-
cussion of watering services used for 
Allen Avenue and alternative water-
ing options. Motion made by Jason to 
preliminary approve proposal and al-
low presentation to general member-
ship pending more information about 
watering services, Jane seconded, 
motion approved. Serena is going to 
research alternative watering services 
and update the board. 

Reports of Officers
Home Tour (Chelsea)
Home Tour preparations going well. 
Still need volunteer to serve as coordi-
nator for workers and volunteers. 
Committee is in the process of choos-
ing homes for participation on the 
tour. 

Historic Preservation (Sue) 
Curb numbers—Ray Feyen is waiting 
for new construction and repair of 
streets and sidewalks to be completed 
before starting more curb painting. 
Victorian Inn—Application for demo-
lition will be heard by HCLC. 
1824 Adams—City code deemed it a 
collapse hazard and demolition has 
been applied for, recycling as much as 
possible into a new, similar house at 
this location.  
2224 5th—Request for demolition of 
outbuilding behind home. City staff 
has recommended denial. 
1514 College—Application for new 
construction on HCLC agenda.  

Membership (Ashley) 
Block captain meeting Feb. 18 at 
Paul’s Donuts. Ashley requested ideas 
about what roles the Block captain 
program can play in the neighbor-
hood. Working on signs for the new 
meeting location. Membership renew-
als are up. Received approximately 
200 renewals to date.  

Promotions (Brenda)
Daggett Middle School—Team FOO 
volunteers are spending next three 
days participating in Challenge Day 
at Daggett Middle School. Discussion 
of awards deadlines and ceremonies.  
Cowtown Marathon preparations are 
going well.  Discussion of cleanup and 
decoration in preparation for the race. 
March mid-monthly social will be at 
Jason Amon’s office. 

Safety (Gerri)
Citizens on Patrol class: Feb. 18, 8-4

Administration (Tyler White)
No report.

Finance (Jane)
$61,769.74 balance in checking and 
CD. Our collection of dues is ahead of 
last year’s schedule. 
Discussion of tax issues related to 
community garden. 

Infrastructure (Jason)
Tree planting project is active and go-
ing well. Discussion of random work 
by the City on sidewalks and curbs. 
Cleanup of Cowtown Marathon route 
and Fairmount Park tentatively sched-
uled for Feb. 18, 2012. Traffic Calm-
ing Committee would like to request 
bike lanes on portions of Fairmount 
and Allen Avenue. Ashley makes mo-
tion to allow committee to discussion 
bike lane proposal with general mem-
bership, Jane seconds, one abstaining 
member, motion approved. 

New Business
Award recognition at city council 
meeting. Feb. 7, 2012 at 6:30 p.m.. 
Fallen tree in Allen Avenue green 
space. FNA will need to clean this up 
prior to Home Tour. Committee meet-
ings. All committee meetings need 
to be on the calendar going forward, 
and all committees need to maintain 
minutes for each meeting. Discussion 
of what meetings require minutes and 
whether committee minutes should be 
posted online. 

Motion to adjourn made by Jane, sec-
onded by Jason, and vote approved.  

Adjournment: 8:13
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It was truly a hair raising event as 
Fairmount neighbors gathered at 
CUT Hair Salon Tuesday, Feb. 7. 
Anthony Reale, owner of CUT Sa-

lon, and his staff, welcomed anyone who 
wished to have their hair blown out and 
styled a chance to be pampered. 

The salon paid for delectable carni-
tas and carne asada tacos to be provided 
by The Bastion. Chef Chandra Riccetti 
happily served to the neighbors. 

We hope you will join us for our 
next social Thursday, March 8, 5:30-7:30 
p.m., at The Law Office of Jason Amon, 
1244 College Avenue.

by Kelly Bowden

CUTting up
part of fun
at FNA social

Kelly Bowden, right, gets her hair blown out and styled during the February Fairmount So-
cial at CUT Hair Salon. Socials are a monthly event held by the Fairmount Neighborhood As-
sociation to promote awareness of local businesses and encourage neighbor participation.

Photo by Stacy Luecker

Chef Chandra Riccetti, left, owner of The Bastion restaurant, serves tacos to Sheila Portwood.

Photo by Eric Luecker

Fairmount residents catch up on conversa-
tion while enjoying tacos and wine.

Photo by Eric Luecker
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C a l e n da r  o f  E v e n ts
Feb. 25 ................................................................................... Block captain meeting

Feb. 26 .........................................Pancakes in the Park and the Cowtown Marathon

Feb. 28 ......(Fourth Tuesday) Fairmount Neighborhood Association general meeting

March 2 ...................(First Friday) Buddy’s Big Band at Southside Preservation Hall

March 5 ............................................................ (First Monday) FNA Board Meeting

March 5 ................Newsletter submission deadline (moved up due to Spring Break)

March 8 ....................................................Historic Preservation Committee meeting 

March 10 .................... (Second Saturday) Fairmount Community Garden work day

March 11 ....................................................................Daylight Savings Time begins

March 12 .......................................................(Second Monday) Landmarks hearing

March 17 ........................................................................................ St. Patrick’s Day

March 19 ........................................................(Third Monday) Bulk trash collection

March 19 ................................. (Third Monday) Landmarks filing deadline (5 p.m.) 

March 27 ...(Fourth Tuesday)Fairmount Neighborhood Association general meeting

April 2 .............................................................. (First Monday) FNA Board Meeting

April 10 ...................................................................Newsletter submission deadline

April 14 ....................................................................................Fairmount Yard Sale

Historic Plaques 
Available

Is your home a contributing struc-
ture in Fairmount? Check the Fair-
mount website at www.Historic-
Fairmount.com to find out. If so, 
then why not show it off proudly 
with a bronze plaque? Plaques are 
$145 each.

Contact Sue McLean
preservation@historicfairmount.com
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Patti Randle, CPA, P.C.
1208 W. Magnolia Ave., Suite 228

Fort Worth, TX 76107

817.569.9881     •     fax: 817.569.9885

Lori Gallagher
The Helen Painter Group, Realtors

817.475.5117 (cell)

Free Market Analysis
What is your home worth?

Do you want to know how much homes
in your neighborhood are selling for? Sign up

on my website for a free, no obligation market analysis.

www.sellmyhistorichome.com

6551 Harris Parkway, Suite 205
817.370.6118

Mickey Bradley
ABOC

Registered Optician

www.patrickoptical.net

LIKE us 
on Facebook

ALEXANDERCHANDLER
R   E   A   L   T   Y

Julie Mathis
Realtor
Mobile: 817.994.9937
julie@alexanderchandler.com

Office: 817.806.4100
Fax: 817.806.4110

2550 River Park Plaza, Suite 100
Fort Worth, TX 76116

www.AlexanderChandler.com
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Contact the Fairmount director of communications 
at fairmountnewsletter@gmail.com. Items must be 
received by the tenth day of the month.

Monthly Rates
Classified Ad Give-a-Ways .................................... Free
Classified Ad For Sale Items ......................................$5
Business Card Ad .....................................................$10
1/4 Page Ad ..............................................................$25
1/2 Page Ad ..............................................................$50
Full Page Ad ..........................................................$100

Business Card Ad ...................................................$100
1/4 Page Ad ............................................................$250
1/2 Page Ad ............................................................$500
Full Page Ad ........................................................$1000

Yearly (11 months) Advertiser Rates
Pay for your ad a year in advance 

and get one month FREE.

The Fairmount newsletter is published 11 times a year 
(Dec./Jan. issues are combined) and distributed the 
weekend prior to the fourth Tuesday of each month.

Advertise in the Fairmount Newsletter

Why join?
• Get the newsletter delivered to your doorstep 11 

times a year.
• Know what’s going on in Fairmount and the city 

that will affect you and your property.
• Meet old and new friends at members-only parties.

JOIN the Fairmount 
Neighborhood Association

Annual dues are $15 per individual. $20 per family or 
$20 per business.

Fill out this form and (1) send it with your dues to Fairmount Neigh-
borhood Association, P.O. Box 12348, Fort Worth, TX 76110-8348 
or (2) bring it to the next Association meeting (see meeting notice 
on front page). Questions? Call Ashley Paz at 817.965.1253 
or e-mail membership@historicfairmount.com.

Name:
Address:
Phone:e-mail:
Occupation:
I am a __ new   __ renewing member (check one)
I have lived in Fairmount __ years.
__ Individual ($15)  __ Family ($20)
__ Business ($20)  __ Friend of Fairmount ($15)

Animal Services ...............................................817.392.7297
City Council .....................................................817.392.6193
City Councilperson Joel Burns ........................817.392.8890

district9@fortworthtexas.gov
Code Officer Oscar Reyes ................................817.879.4230

Oscar.Reyes@fortworthtexas.gov
Fort Worth Police Department 

Non-emergency .........................................817.335.4222
NPO Joel Stary .........................................817.944.1316
Joel.Stary@fortworthtexas.gov

Garbage info/illegal dumping ....................... 817.392.EASY
Graffiti ..............................................................817.212.2700
Historic Preservation (Planning)

Liz Casso ..................................................817.392.8012
Liz.Casso@fortworthtexas.gov

Potholes ............................................................817.392.8100
Streetlight Outages ...........................................817.392.7595

www.fortworthtexas.gov/applications/tpwcrf
Fort Worth Public Library ............................817.871.READ

Fort Worth City Contacts


